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Tracing the exchange of ideas between history's key philosophers, The Great Conversation: A

Historical Introduction to Philosophy, Seventh Edition, demonstrates that while constructing an

argument or making a claim, one philosopher almost always has others in mind. It addresses the

fundamental questions of human life: Who are we? What can we know? How should we live? and

What sort of reality do we inhabit?Author Norman Melchert provides a generous selection of

excerpts from major philosophical works and makes them more easily understandable to students

with his lucid and engaging explanations. Extensive cross-referencing shows students how

philosophers respond appreciatively or critically to the thoughts of other philosophers. The text is

enhanced by two types of exercises--"Basic Questions" and "For Further Thought"--and numerous

illustrations.Also available to serve your course needs: The seventh editions of The Great

Conversation: Volume I: Pre-Socratics through Descartes and The Great Conversation: Volume II:

Descartes through Derrida and Quine
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"This is certainly one of the best introductory texts on the market, possibly the best. For students

who will take only one course in philosophy, this is the book that I would recommend; it will give

them an excellent overview of more than two thousand years of philosophical debate."--Michael

Henry, St. John's University

Norman Melchert is Selfridge Professor of Philosophy Emeritus and a former Acting Dean of the



College of Arts and Sciences at Lehigh University.

easy to read and understand very boring subject though.

Perfect

This textbook is comprehensive in covering a broad historical overview of philosophy from ancient

Greece through modern 20th-21st century contemporary philosophers. Highly recommended for

anyone who would like to know more of the history behind philosophy and how we have come to

think and believe what we do.

Great book at a good price.

perfect! just what I needed.

This book does a good job of explaining many of the popular philosophers and their ideas in

language that is easy to understand.

Great book and in great shape as well!
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